looking Good
Tornadoes shoot towards the top
by Nina Scott
Tornadoes score big
over Gladiators", "Tor-
nadoes defeat Warhawks 84-
74", "Clearwater stops
Gibbs." The big, bold head-
lines in the newspaper al-
ways revealed the same
message to its readers after
most of the boys varsity bas-
ketball games; the Clear-
water Tornadoes were at
their peak once more.
Ranked fourth in the state
class 4A poll throughout the
season, the Tornadoes drove
their abilities down the
court every game, ending
with a final record of 24 to 7.
In every game, the team's
"hot-shot guard" Rick Nick-
erson racked up the points.
Scoring up to thirty-three
points in a game, like the
victory over the Pinellas
Park Patriots, lead offense
weapon Nickerson always
came through as the shooter.
However, injuries took their
toll as Nickerson broke his
foot at the game against
Gibbs, in the fourth quarter.
This kept him out of the
game against Dixie Hollins,
resulting in a loss which
looked like a lost chance at
the Pinellas County Confer-
ence title. "It was the worst
thing that ever happened to
me. The worst part was
when I had to sit and watch
the game and not experience
the thrill of victory or the ag-
ony of defeat. Basketball is
so much a part of me it hurts
when I can't play," said Nick-
erson.
The name of the game for
Clearwater was team ball. In
the  district  final  game
cont.
Aiming for the hoop, lead offensive     Six foot six inch varsity player,
weapon Rick Nickerson makes an-     Charles Freeman makes a leaping
other two points. The home game     layup to score for the Tornadoes,
against the Largo Packers resulted     The home game against Seminole
in a win for the Tornadoes, 86 to 56.     resulted in a win, 84-74.
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